
8/21/20 
 
Dear Amherst Families, 
 
Today’s update includes new information to help you select an acceptable style of mask for your child to wear 
at school. Since the Centers for Disease Control has not included the gaiter or neck buff style of mask as an 
acceptable style, we will not be allowing that style of mask to be worn at school. Further research shows the 
gaiter masks or neck buffs made of thin, stretchy fabric are not as effective as masks made with multiple layers 
of a cotton material. 
 
As a guide to assist you, masks should: 

○ Be made of a cloth with multiple layers of material 
○ Fit properly by covering the nose and mouth 
○ Fit snug but comfortable 
○ Be secured with ties or ear loops 
○ Allow you to breathe without restriction 
○ Be able to be laundered and machine dried without damage or change to shape 
○ Not be a mask with one way valves or vents, per CDC. One way valve/vent masks are not 

allowed. 

I encourage you to select a comfortable mask for your child and practice wearing it for extended periods of 
time. Mask breaks will be built into your child’s schedule, but with anything that is new, the more practice or 
familiarity your child has with it, the quicker they will acclimate to it. 
 
Since masks are required, please note the Board of Education approved an updated Code of Conduct on Aug. 
11, 2020 that includes an update to the dress code area regarding masks: 

District expectations for face coverings, not head coverings as previously identified in section D, during 
a pandemic: Appropriate face coverings, including masks, are required when on school grounds when 
social distancing cannot be maintained of 6 feet or more, in hallways, in restrooms, on school buses, 
and in other congregated settings. Acceptable face coverings include but are not limited to cloth 
(homemade sewn, quick cut, bandanna) and surgical masks. Exceptions to wearing face coverings will 
be made under certain circumstances with federal, state and local guidance and the District’s reopening 
plan.  

 
We have gathered resources from the CDC to create a Parent Education webpage on a number of topics, 
including many on mask use. Check the page often as updates will continue to be made to it. 
 
All school districts are aware that child care presents a significant challenge for families this fall. The Erie 
County Emergency Childcare Task Force is working with Erie 1 BOCES and local school districts to develop a 
plan to meet child care needs on the days your child(ren) are not onsite at their school. The first step in 
developing that plan is to determine the possible need for childcare/school age programs in our area. If your 
family has a possible need for child care services, please submit your information to the Task Force's 
Assessing Child Care Needs Survey by Aug. 28. Further information about this will be shared when the Task 
Force shares details with area superintendents. 
 
Information on class schedules, teacher assignments and bus routes will be shared in late August as they 
traditionally have been. Supply lists have been posted; SDS, WBS, AMS. High School students get their lists 
on the first day, as is the practice. 
 

https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/38
https://www.amherstschools.org/Page/8769
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeihFWbWmRXkenvqRbDGGp0_7jUVPvlBooKz454Kvps22wz0Q/viewform
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/787
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/567
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/429


Please direct specific questions about your child to your building principal. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Anthony Panella, Superintendent 


